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6™ Northern Aboriginal Seminar

The “Plan Nord” and the 50% Challenge
Setting the milestones to achieve a new conservations and development model in Quebec

The 6% Norlhern Aboriginal

Seminar was hald from Auvgust

g ta 13, 2010, a1 Mushusu-nipi,

o Geangs River, sdme 260 km

northeast of Saheffardlle. Mo
than a historical site, Mushuau-nipi has
bsen gathering place for the Inru for &8 long
ms (heyy can refmamber, in particular o hunt
caribal. During the saminar, Sergs Ashini-
Goupil and his paople of Avenure Ashinil)
have immersed us into the Innu ancasiral
lifestyle. Caribou and salmon occupied a
placa ol honor on he meam.

Organized joinly with the PEW Ervironment
Group and the Cansdan Boreal Initiative (2),
the saminar was aimed al determining the
sonditions o a suscasahl conservation and
devaloprmant model in Guebac wilkin tha
Frameswar of e Plan Mord, Led wus recall thal
e Government of Quebac had sommitled
b shibeld 5006 of the land covered by the Plan
Mard froem industrisl sctivities forest, mining,
anergyl of which 12% will be dedicalad lo
the preservation and craation of protectsd
BreEs,

Plan Maord is daflined as a devalopmeanlt
and consarvalion projecl covering tha
whole of Quebes siluated north of the 45k
parallel, incheding Munavik bul nol Anticosti

Denis Therrien, Coordinator Sustainable Development

Island and the northem part of the Gasps
Peninsula, Ther area il covers accounts Tor
almiost T2% of The Quebea's enling kand base
aor & lotal of 1.2 million square Kilomebars,
Thad is taios the surlacs area of France,

A working docurment published by the
Binisfére des Ressources naluralies al de
k& Faung on November 8, 2000, dafines the
vision of the Plan Mord as an approsch 1o
sustainable development leading to an
axermplary project infegrating anangy, mining,
forestry, kourism, ransportation and wikdlife
davelopiman, and promoling the growth of
lecal communities in a way consistent with
i culture and identity.

About thirty parsons atlended the serminar,
rapresenting Aborginal circlas, the mining
and forest industry, non-governmental
arganizalions &, Mature Qb
and olher NGO=), scademicians and
the Associaled Depuly Ministar for the
Plan Mord. We were pleasad o hear thal
the representatives of the parlicipating
MG consider Raglan as & modal mina,
mistly because of the Raglan Agresment,
which includés profit-sharing measuras,
enaourages the seleclion and hiring of
Il workers and businesses, and makes
provision Tor envirenrment moniloring.

Several condilions ware dafined during the
samimnar eonsaration of 50% of the land),

inehuciveg the Tollowing:
+ W musl net repaal the mistakes of
e past.

+  The Plan Nord must be a praject in
which the entire Quabes sssiety,
narth and south, mus! bacormmes
iFvelved,

*  We musl initiale an integrated
planning thal fackors in devaloprmant
and conseration vanables.

* W have 10 slike a balance belwean
econamio, anvironmental and social.

= We must have a good knowledge of
aur anyvironmeanl and of corentional
and Aboriginel science (biodiversily,
cullural valus, anengyilorestimining
palential) in order 1o maks anlighlensd
decisions wilh regard lo land
devalopment and conservation and
o ged e st of Bl on e sustainable
Basis.

* W rnuisd encourage and liilste the
irwahvermant of the Aboriginals beyand
e Gonsiltalion.

& Wis gl use a differanl approach
with the Inwit, Cres, Naskap, Innu,
Algenguin and Allikarnek lo meset
ihee challenge of acoommodating the
dissirnilarilios botaeen hess Nations.

= We must make room for exibility
in aur final conservation and
devalopment choices So hel fulures
generalions can adjust and teilor
i o thiar needs.

The sonclusions of the 6th Morthern
Aberiginal Sermings will be pressated in the
corming months (o the Discussion Table for
e Phar Mord Pariners so thal the iniliated
Process Can move forwiard.,
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